
 1.  PERSONS ON THE AUTISM SPECTRUM* - They

can be hard to distinguish based on their appearance.

2.     BE AWARE OF SENSORY DIFFERENCES - Some

persons on the autism spectrum experience

heightened sensitivities in sight, sound, smell, touch

and taste.

3.     BE SENSITIVE TO UNEXPECTED BEHAVIORS -

Spinning, rocking, tapping ears, vocalizing, hand-

flapping, illogical conversation, etc. may be the result

of over stimulation from the immediate environment.

4.      BE WELCOMING - Speak directly with individuals

and their families. Let them know you are there to

assist. Ask how you can help support them.

5.      PRESUME COMPETENCE - Assume that a person

hears and understands, even if they are unable to

make eye contact or respond in the way

you would expect. 

6.      CONSIDER ALTERNATIVE METHODS OF

COMMUNICATION - written, visual, etc.-for those

who may be non-verbal or have difficulty

communicating.

7.      USE CLEAR, CONCISE LANGUAGE - Avoid

metaphors, idioms, irony and sarcasm. People with

autism interpret language literally. 

8.      AVOID OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS - Closed,

process-of-elimination questions are more effective.

9.      ALLOW MORE TIME TO ANSWER QUESTIONS

for those who may have a processing delay with verbal

communication. 
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Autism is a developmental
disability that affects a
person's ability to
communicate and interact
with others. 

It affects different people in
different ways-it is a
spectrum and no two people
with autism are alike. 

1 in 54 children in the United
States have an autism
diagnosis. In Maryland, the
statistic is 

An estimated 5.4 million 

There are over 10,000
individuals with autism in
Maryland

Autism occurs in all racial,
ethnic, and socioeconomic
groups

1 in 52. 

(1 in 45) adults in the United
States have an autism
spectrum condition.   

Supporting Individuals
With Autism at 
Vaccine Clinics
 

BUILD YOUR AWARENESS *About Autism


